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that would, in all probability, have sunk the ship, as he had
promised to do: for even the first shot occasioned her to
make a great deal of water before they could collect cases
and other things together to plug up the hole. Thus the
French ship was captured without fighting, and taken to
San Domingo, where it occasioned as much rejoicing through-
out the town as if a kingdom of France had been conquered.
The Frenchmen were put into prison, especially the ablest
sailors; but the captain passed the greatest part of his time
in the house of the almirante. The guns, the cables, the
anchors, were taken out of the ship, and then she was towed
into the open sea, burnt, and sunk. I, going occasionally
to the prison to see a friend of mine, used to converse with
the Frenchmen, who swore at their captain for having so
shamefully surrendered, thus subjecting them to great suffer-
ing and ill-treatment. They were soon sent over to Spain
in detachments, some in one vessel, and some in another.
On the voyage, five of them, made head one night, in a
caravel laden with sugar, and carrying fifteen thousand gold
ducats for the king. The Spaniards were thrown overboard,
and the vessel was carried to France as booty.
In the year 1536, a small French galleon, by them called
a patax, having lost sight of the flag ship in a storm, went
into Avanava,in Cuba, and took the town. The Spaniards,
fearing the enemy would burn it, as the houses were built
with wood and thatched, agreed to give them seven hundred
ducats of gold, with which the French were well content
and departed.1 The next day three large ships entered the
port from New Spain, whereupon John de Rojas, chief head
of the town, ordered that all their gold and silver and other
1 This ransom appears to have been the commencement of a practice
which fully ripened under the buccaneers. Not that it has been un-
known to regular forces ; but it was a systematic method of plunder on
the American shores. The irregularity of Benzoni's writing is seen by
his spelling Havannah in two different ways in this paragraph, namely,
Avanewa and A vam. (Trans.)